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This book, an introduction to the history of art that features excellent scholarship, takes a global

approach with an emphasis on the Western tradition in art. It reflects new interests and issues,

expanding the topic to include women and minorities, and showing media and techniques other than

painting, sculpture, and architecture. Written in clear, standard English without art historical or

aesthetic jargon, Art: A Brief History is visually appealing as well as intellectually stimulating.  This

comprehensive survey of world art is based on the most recent scholarship, and includes coverage

of arts inspired by all the major religions, the contribution of women and minorities, and contains

discussions of all the arts, including ceramics, glass, metal, enamel, and the fiber arts.  This book

serves as an introduction to the history of art and a ready reference for people working in the arts,

including museum docents, and art gallery employees, owners, and managers.
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Marilyn Stokstad, teacher, art historian, and museum curator, has been a leader in her field for

decades and has served as president of the College Art Association and the International Center of

Medieval Art.Â  In 2002, she was awarded the lifetime achievement award from the National

Womenâ€™s Caucus for Art.Â  In 1997 she was awarded the Governorâ€™s Arts Award as Kansas

Art Educator of the Year and an honorary degree of doctor of humane letters by Carleton College.Â 

She is Judith Harris Murphy Distinguished Professor Emerita at the University of Kansas,

Lawrence.Â  She has also served in various leadership capacities at the Universityâ€™s Spencer

Museum of Art and is Consultative Curator of Medieval Art at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in



Kansas City, Missouri.Â 

Excellent book, carefully prepared and edited, nice glossery and references cited. Generously

loaded with prints, sidebars, diagrams and websites for further information noted. Highly

recommend it not only as a college text for Art History but also for art lovers in general, very easily

read and understood by average lay person. Adequately covers information so if a later edition is

required by an instructor there is little to no gap in instructional material, a real savings for needy

students trying to save a few dollars.

I'll be studying Art History soon, and I wanted a heads up, so I don't go into the courses without

knowing anything. I chose Art: A Brief History because I know it is the most popular textbook on Art

History out there, and many courses use it. It is easy to understand and entertaining to read, and

thanks to it, I'll know certain general information that will give me an advantage in my future college

classes.

great book would definitely recommend. Great for students studying art history in college. Shows

crisp pictures and explains the art in detail

Reasonable price, and super fast shipping! I recieved a brand new copy of a required textbook for

college at a much lower price than expected. No better way to buy them than here! I will be a

returning customer. The volume is beautiful and has great notations, indexes, etc. I will be very

interested in digging deeper into the subject this spring.

This is a good edition, would be nice if the descriptions could be consistent in the identifying

information. Medium, for instance can be difficult to locate in the book on some pieces.

great book, its the third edition by Stokstad. I bought the fourth edition first time. I wanted to see

what the third edition had. It's not like the third edition, but its still great.

A good art history textbook. For extra effort you can get the companion book...Art: A Brief History --

ArtNotes Plus.

Very nice book and delivered very fast.
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